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Biography 

Erich Honecker was born in Wiebelskirchen, Germany, on August 25, 1912.  

The son of a coal miner, Honecker was a Communist sympathizer from a young age.  A 
Communist youth leader in 1931, he was arrested by the Gestapo in 1935 and 

sentenced to ten years in prison in 1937.  At the war’s end in 1945, the Red Army 
liberated Honecker and he became chairman of the FDJ in 1946.  Honecker was 

responsible for the 1961 construction of the Berlin Wall and passed a law prohibiting 
unauthorized emigration from East Germany. 

 Honecker replaced Ulbricht as the First Secretary of the SED in 1971 and 
remained in the position until the fall of communism in 1989.  During his time in power, 

Honecker signed three treaties with West Germany: the “Transit Agreement” and 

“Traffic Treaty” of 1972 and the “Fundamentals Treaty” of 1973.  Honecker resisted 
Soviet leader Gorbachev’s glasnost and perestroika reforms in the mid 1980’s.  

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, Honecker was charged with thirteen counts of 
manslaughter; he had ordered the shootings of people trying to flee East Germany and 

as a result 350 people died.  Having sought refuge in Moscow, Honecker was deported 
to Germany and stood trial beginning in November of 1992.   

The trial ended early in January, 1993, due to Honecker’s failing health.  It was 
stated that Honecker’s cancer was terminal and that it was a violation of civil rights for 

the trial to continue.  When Honecker fled to Chile, doctors there stated that, “ in strict 

medical terms (his cancer) is not terminal. . . . It's not terminal, but it's a serious 
situation."  Karin Gueffroy, mother of the last person killed at the Berlin Wall, said that 



Honecker is now "seeking from the court the humanity that he formerly didn't grant to 

others."  
Honecker died in Santiago of liver cancer on May 29, 1994.  In his memoir, 

Moabiter Notizen, Honecker stated that “if it were up to me, East Germany would still 
exist.”  During his trial, Honecker credited the Berlin Wall with preventing World War 

III. 

Scope and Content 

 Collection consists of legal and medical documents, news clippings and 

manuscripts related to the last four years of Honecker’s life.  Includes legal 
correspondence from Honecker’s defense lawyers regarding his trial, medical records 

from various doctors outlining Honecker’s liver cancer, numerous news articles with 
Honecker’s handwritten annotations, and drafts and notes for Honecker’s final book, 

Moabiter Notizen.  There are detailed reports of the allegations against Honecker, the 

individuals who filed charges, and information about the appeal process. 

Organization and Arrangement 

Arranged in the following series:  

 Press: News clippings from German newspapers and magazines covering 

Honecker’s life and trial.  Many clippings have Honecker’s handwritten notes on them.  

 Medical records: Official records from prison and hospital doctors outlining 

Honecker’s condition and overall health. 

 Manuscripts: Honecker’s notes and drafts for his final book, Moabiter Notizen, 
written about his time at Moabit prison. 

 Legal documents: Records from courts and Honecker’s lawyers, outlining 
allegations, evidence, judgments, and appeal information. 
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