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Creator(s) / Collector(s):  
 
Kalabin, Anatoliĭ 
 
 
Abstract:  
 
Anatolii Kalabin (1956-2016) answered to many monikers throughout this life, but within the Soviet 
hippie world, he was known as Azazello. He was born in Moscow and was raised by his mother and 
grandfather. In the early 1970s, he dropped out of school and entered into Moscow's Soviet 
underground culture. By the mid-1970s, he entered a relationship with the prominent Soviet hippie 
figure, Ofelia (neé Svetlana Barabash). Through her, Azazello became more entrenched in Moscow's 
Soviet hippie sistema. She also encouraged Azazello to draw, paint and write poetry. It is around this 
time that he began chronicling his life and influences through creative writing (poetry and short stories), 
sketching, painting and journaling. Much of this is captured in his notebooks. These are the core of the 
collection acquired by the Wende Museum in 2016. An individual notebook functioned as both a journal 
and a sketchbook, often containing all forms of his aforementioned creative output as well as song lyrics 
from Western rock music. Azazello continued this practice for 20 years (from the mid-1970s through the 
mid-1990s). In addition to the notebooks, Azazello's collection contains his remaining paintings and 
drawings, typed up poetry and short stories, and photographs.  
 
The Soviet hippie lifestyle was a difficult one as it countered the preferred Soviet societal norms. During 
the 1980s, he was incarcerated multiple times. By 1989, he and Ofelia broke up. She passed away from a 
drug overdose within a few years of the breakup. In the early 1990s, Azazello found a new partner, Irina, 
and with her, they had a daughter. He also started typing up his creative writings when he got his hands 
on a typewriter around 1992. It was during the early 1990s that he began developing a dependency on 
alcohol. Eventually, he and Irina broke up in the mid-1990s. In the mid-1990s his creative output seems 
to cease. He began dating Julia in the late 1990s and with her boasts his longest relationship with a 
romantic partner. Soon after donating his materials to the Wende Museum, he passed away in a car 
accident. 
 
 
Physical location: 
 
Stored onsite at the Wende Museum. 
 
 
Conditions governing access: 
 
The collection is open for access, however, items in this collection do not circulate and may be used in-
house only. 
 
 
Language of material:  
 
Materials are predominately in Russian (Cyrillic text), with some materials in English, Polish and Latin. 
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Physical characteristics and technical requirements: 
 
This collection does not have any special technical requirements and is open for access. If you have 
questions about these materials please email collections@wendemuseum.org. 
  
 
Conditions governing use: 
 
Copyright restrictions may apply. 
 
Property rights to the physical object belong to the Wende Museum. Literary rights, including copyright, 
are retained by the creators and their heirs. It is the responsibility of the researcher to determine who 
holds the copyright and pursue the copyright owner or his or her heir(s) for permission to publish where 
the Wende Museum does not hold the copyright. 
 
 
Rights statement for archival description: 
 
Pursuant to its open access policy, the Wende Museum makes the Guide to the Anatoliĭ Kalabin 
(Azazello) collection and the metadata contained within available for public use. 
 
 
Immediate source of acquisition: 
 
Purchased from Anatoliĭ Kalabin in 2015. 
 
 
Preferred citation:  
 
Anatolii Kalabin collection. 2015.075. Archive. Wende Museum. 
 
 
Processing information: 
 
The Anatoliĭ Kalabin (Azazello) collection was received by the Wende Museum in May 2015. The 
collection was processed onsite by Sarah Richardson, Archives and Digitization Project Manager, in 
2021. Some items were used in an exhibition in 2018 prior to arrangement in 2021. Materials were 
originally grouped together by document/artifact type; this is reflected in the series arrangement. 
Additionally, oversize materials and framed artworks are separated and housed in appropriate storage 
relative to the individual object. 
 
 
Related archival materials: 
 
This collection is part of the larger, thematic Soviet Hippie collection. The Soviet Hippie collection 
contains the following collections (in accession ordrer): 
 
Genadiĭ Borisovich Zaitsev (Gena) collection (2013.1029.001), purchased in December, 2013 
Vladimir Terplishev (Tsen Baptist) collection (2014.436), purchased in September, 2014 
Aleksandr Eganov (Dzhuzi) collection (2014.438), purchased in June, 2014 

mailto:collections@wendemuseum.org
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Anatoliĭ Kalabin (Azazello) collection (2015.075), purchased in May 2015 
Svetlana Markova and Aleksandr Pennanen collection (2015.085), donated in September 2015 
Tõnu Sampu collection (2015.094), purchased in September 2015 
Alik Olisevich (Woody child) collection (2015.098), purchased in October, 2015 
Elena Toporova (Lena) colleciton (2016.002), purchased in January 2016 
Alekseĭ Polev (Shekspir) collection (2016.032.001), donated in June, 2016 
Natalʹi͡a Mamedova photograph collection (2018.007.001), donated in March, 2018 
Veronika Voloshina (Ioko) collection (2018.008.001), donated in March 2018 
Lyubava Malysheva (2024.039.001), donated in June, 2024 
 
 
Administrative / Biographical History:   
 
Anatolii Viktorovich Kalabin was born in Moscow on April 3, 1956. He grew up in a working class home 
and was primarily raised by his mother and grandfather. When Anatolii was 7, his father was struck by a 
train and died. His grandfather also passed away in Anatolii's youth. By the early 1970s, he was 
exhibiting non-conformist behavior, like growing his hair long. He dropped out of school without 
completing the 9th grade and instead entered into the underground Soviet Moscow.  
 
He began dabbling with writing under the pseudonym, Michael Bormarovich. In 1973, he obtained the 
nickname which he was known best by, Azazello. Although Azazello became his hippie moniker, he had 
not read Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita and thus didn't have an immediate recognition 
nor context for the name. He was becoming more entrenched with the Soviet hippies by the mid-1970s. 
In 1974 he met Ilia Kestner, a hippie who not only became a close friend but a writing partner. What 
really launched Azazello towards the center of Moscow's hippie circle was his relationship with Ofelia 
(neé Svetlana Barabash, 1950-1991). Prior to dating Ofelia, Azazello was on the periphery of the hippie 
scene and a bit of a misfit; most Soviet hippies came from elite upbringings (they were children of well-
positioned parents in Soviet society) and were generally well-educated. Azazello was raised working 
class and didn't complete secondary school.  
 
Ofelia and Azazello had been acquaintances for a couple of years. In 1976, they were both working as 
nude models at the Surikov Art Institute and from there started dating. Through his relationship with 
Ofelia, Azazello became more entrenched in Moscow's Soviet hippie sistema. Ofelia pushed Azazello to 
draw, paint and write poetry. It is around this time that he began chronicling his life and cultural 
influences through creative writing (poetry and short stories), sketching, painting and journaling. Much 
of this is captured in his notebooks. Before becoming a central figure in the Moscow sistema, Ofelia 
studied Journalism at Moscow State University and was the daughter a former KGB operative (Ofelia's 
mother), reflecting the typical background of a Soviet hippie in Moscow; Azazello seemed a mismatch 
based on upbrining alone. Her leadership and status within the sistema essentially raised Azazello's 
status within the sistema. Their relationship would last until 1989/1990. 
 
The late 1970s and early 1980s was a time of many adventures for Azazello and Ofelia. Both would make 
drug runs to Lvov (current day L'viv) to procure poppies for opiate production. They also, twice, 
attempted emigration as persecuted Jewish persons to the United States and Israel. Both of Azazello's 
applications were rejected. In 1981, Azazello travelled with his friend Faif (Nikolai Konstantinov) to Central 
Asia. He repeated this trip in 1982, but with Ofelia accompanying him. Between these 2 trips to Central 
Asia, both Azazello and Ofelia were incarcerated in a psychiatric hospital. Azazello found himself 
incarcerated again in the late 1980s. This time he was held for 3 years between 1986 and 1989. His 
mother, sadly, passed away during his imprisonment. 
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He and Ofelia broke up in 1989, shortly after Azazello's release. In 1991, she died from a drug overdose 
and her then-boyfriend, Dzhuzi (Aleksei Eganov)1  dumped her body in a river. Azazello also found a new 
partner, Irina, and with her, they had a daughter. In 1992, his right arm was broken by a police baton and 
he consequently obtained a typewriter. With this new toy, he started typing his earlier poetry and 
writings. It was during the early 1990s that he began developing a dependency on alcohol. Eventually, 
he and Irina broke up in the mid-1990s and around this time his creative output seems to cease as well. 
He began dating Julia Konstantinova in the late 1990s and with her boasts his longest relationship with a 
romantic partner. They too had a daughter. She was born with a heath disorder, and died at the age of 
3. Azazello would attempt rehabilitation by attending a treatment center run by the Orthodox Church. 
This did not help him. He began living a more destitute lifestyle. Shortly after the Wende Museum 
acquired his collection, Azazello tragically died in a car accident in Moscow in 2016.  
 
 
Scope and contents: 
 
The Anatoliĭ Kalabin collection contains materials created and collected by Anatoliĭ Kalabin relating to: 
Azazello and Ofelia's life as Soviet hippies in Moscow, artwork and poetry illustrative of Soviet 
hippiedom, poetry and diarism reflective of Azazello's life, Western contemporary cultural influences on 
Soviet underground culture, and drug use amongst Soviet hippies. The collection contains over 25 
notebooks containing drawings and writings, hundreds of loose-leaf sketches, paintings, drawings, 
typed poetry and short stories, photographs and Polish serial publications.  
 
The types of materials included are: bound notebooks, hand-stitched notebooks, pen and ink drawings, 
line art drawings, handwritten poetry, typescript poetry, typescript short stories, paintings, renderings, 
scratch art, multi-media art, prints on photographic paper, photographs, texts, watercolor paintings, 
posters and serial publications. 
 
 
System of arrangement: 
 
The collection arrived with a rough existing arrangement. Items arrived at the Museum grouped by 
object type. These original groupings have been maintained and have informed the series arrangement. 
These series are, in order: I. Journals, II. Drawings, paintings and other artworks, III. Photographs, IV. 
Writings and other documents, and V. Collected publications. Further arrangement criteria varies from 
series to series. Oversize materials have been separated and placed into appropriately-sized storage. In 
these instances, separation sheets have been placed into the physical location where the oversized 
item was originally located. 
 
Series I. Journals is arranged by date made. 
 
Series II. Drawings, paintings and other artworks is arranged by form and date made.  
 
Series III. Photographs is arranged by subject. 
 
Series IV. Writings and other documents is arranged by document type and then by date made. 
 
Series V. Collected publications is arranged by date. 
 

                                                
1 See also, Aleksei Eganov (Dzhuzi) collection. 2014.438. Archive. Wende Museum. 
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Subject terms:  
 
Barabash, Svetlana 
Counterculture 
Dissident art—Soviet Union 
Drug abuse  
Drug abuse in art 
Drug addiction 
Fantasy in art 
Hippies 
Kalabin, Anatoliĭ 
Line (Art) 
Pen drawing 
Poetic diaries 
Prose poems, Russian 

Recreational drug use 
Rock music—1961-1970 
Rock music—1971-1980 
Rock music in art 
Rock music—Social aspects 
Russian diaries 
Russian poetry 
Social participation—Soviet Union 
Soviet poetry 
Soviet Union—Civilization—Western influences 
Soviet Union—Social conditions—1970-1991 
 

 
 
Box inventory: 
 
Series I: Journals and sketchbooks, circa 1976-1996                                                                                             box 1 
 
 

box / folder folder title date(s) 
   
box 1, folder 1 Journal 08 - Untitled 1976 
   
box 1, folder 2 Journal 11 - Untitled 1976-1977 
   
box 1, folder 3 Journal 12 - Untitled 1976-1977 
   
box 1, folder 4 Journal 01 - Untitled 1977 
   
box 1, folder 5 Journal 06 - Untitled 1977 
   
box 1, folder 6 Journal 09 - Untitled 1977 
   

box 1, folder 7 
Journal 13 - Tainye zapiski i risunkhi… /  Тайные записки и рисунхи… 
Secret notes and drawings…  

1977 

   
box 1, folder 8 Journal 16 – Untitled 1977 
   
box 1, folder 9 Journal 20 – Untitled 1977 
   
box 1, folder 10 Journal 02 – Untitled 1977-1978 
   
box 1, folder 11 Journal 04 – Untitled 1977-1978 
   
box 1, folder 12 Journal 07 – Untitled 1979 
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box / folder folder title date(s) 
 
box 1, folder 13 Journal 03 – Past' Sansari  /  Пасть Сансари /  Maw of Samsara 1979-1980 
   
box 1, folder 14 Journal 14 - Untitled 1980 
   
box 1, folder 15 Journal 23 - Untitled 1980-1981 
   
box 1, folder 16 Journal 25 – Untitled 1981 
   
box 1, folder 17 Journal 19a – Untitled 1982 
   
box 1, folder 18 Journal 19b – Untitled 1982 
   
box 1, folder 19 Journal 05 – Untitled [1975-1982] 
   
box 1, folder 20 Journal 21 – Untitled 1982-1983; 1985 
   
box 1, folder 21 Journal 26 – Untitled 1986-1988 
   
box 1, folder 22 Journal 22 – Untitled 1988 
   
box 1, folder 23 Journal 10a – Untitled 1993-1994 
   

box 1, folder 24 Journal 10b – Untitled 
[Journal 17] 1993-1994 

   
box 1, folder 25 Journal 15 – Untitled 1995 
   
box 1, folder 26 Journal 18 – Untitled 1996 
   

box 1, folder 27 Journal 24 – An American night : written by Jim Morrison / 
Американская ночь : написанное Джимом Моррисоном 

[circa 1971]; [between 
1990-1996] 

   
 
 
 
 
Series II: Drawings, paintings and other artworks, 1974-1982; 1985; 1988-1993; 1998; early 2000s; 2006;    
    undated                                                                                                                                    box 2, folders 1-18 
 
 

box / folder folder title date(s) 
   
box 2, folder 1 Drawings, 1970s 1975-1978 
   
box 2, folder 2 Drawings, circa 1975-1982 [between 1975-1982] 
   

box 2, folder 3 Drawings, 1980s 1980-1982; 1985; 1988; 
[between 1982-1989] 
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box / folder folder title date(s) 
   
box 2, folder 4 Drawings, circa 1989-1991 [between 1989-1991] 
   
box 2, folder 5 Drawings, 1990s 1990-1991 
   
box 2, folder 6 Drawings, circa 1976-1996 (folder 1 of 2) [between 1976-1996] 
   
box 2, folder 7 Drawings, circa 1976-1996 (folder 2 of 2) [between 1976-1996] 
   
box 2, folder 8 Drawings, undated (folder 1 of 2) undated 
   
box 2, folder 9 Drawings, undated (folder 2 of 2) undated 
   

box 2, folder 10 Paintings, 1970s 1974; 1976-1978;  
[mid- late 1970s] 

   

box 2, folder 11 Paintings, 1980s 1980-1981; [between 
1982-1989]; May 1989 

   

box 2, folder 12 Paintings, 1990s 1990; circa 1992; circa 
1993; 1998 

   
box 2, folder 13 Paintings, circa 1976-1996 [between 1976-1996] 
   
box 2, folder 14 Paintings, 2000s early 2000s; 2006 
   
box 2, folder 15 Paintings, undated (folder 1 of 2) undated 
   
box 2, folder 16 Paintings, undated (folder 2 of 2) undated 
   
box 2, folder 17 Prints, 1970s-1990s circa 1979; 1990 
   
box 2, folder 18 Prints, undated undated 
   

 
 
 
 
Series III. Photographs, 1975; 1978; 1980-1982; 1989; early 1990s; 2006; 2011; undated  box 2, folders 19-24 
 
 

box / folder folder title date(s) 
   

box 2, folder 19 Azazello 1975; 1980; 1981; 
undated 

   

box 2, folder 20 Azazello and friends 1978; 1981/1982; early 
1990s; undated 

   
box 2, folder 21 Friends of Azazello 1980; 1989; undated 
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box / folder folder title date(s) 
   

box 2, folder 22 Hippie day / June 1 at Tsaritsyno June 1, 2006; June 1, 
2011 

   
box 2, folder 23 Miscellaneous – Concerts and music undated 
   
box 2, folder 24 Miscellaneous - Places undated 
   

 
 
 
 
Series IV. Writings and other documents, 1975-1996; undated                                                 box 3, folders 1-14 
 
 

box / folder folder title date(s) 
   
box 3, folder 1 Poetry compilations 1 (folder 1 of 2) 1975/1982 
   

box 3, folder 2 Poetry compilations 1 (folder 2 of 2) 

[1977]; 1977/1978; 
between 1977- 1981; 

1980; 1980/1981; 
between 1980-1985 

   
box 3, folder 3 Poetry, 1970s [1976/1977]; [1977] 
   

box 3, folder 4 Kak pogibli Chzhu-Khua i Verkhniaia Sfera / Как погибли Чжу-Хуа и 
Верхняя Сфера / How Zhu-Hua and the Upper Sphere died [1977] 

   

box 3, folder 5 Poetry, 1980s 
1981; before 1983; 

between 1982-1985; 
circa 1980s 

   

box 3, folder 6 Poetry compilations 2-5 (folder 1 of 2) 1989/1990; 1989/1991; 
1990/1991 

   

box 3, folder 7 Poetry compilations 2-5 (folder 2 of 2) between 1989-1991; 
1990; Apr. 1991 

   
box 3, folder 8 Poetry and short stories, 1990-1991 1990; 1991 
   
box 3, folder 9 Boites' gorill… / Бойтесь горилл... / Fear the gorillas…  Jan.-Apr. 1992 
   
box 3, folder 10 Poetry and short stories, 1992 1992 
   

box 3, folder 11 Smutnoe vremia / Смутное время / Time of troubles Nov. 1992; Jan. 1993; 
1992/1993 

   

box 3, folder 12 Poetry and short stories, between 1992-1996 Oct.-Nov. 1993; 
[between 1989-1996] 
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box / folder folder title date(s) 
 

box 3, folder 13 Poetry and short stories, undated circa 1975-1996 
   

box 3, folder 14 Correspondence 
Aug.-Sept. 1991; Jan. 

1992; [between 1989-
1995] 

   
 
 
 
 
Series V. Collected publications, circa 1933; 1980; 1983-1985; 1989                                      box 3, folders 15-19 
  
 

box / folder folder title date(s) 
   

box 3, folder 15 Spisok chlenov obshchestva / Список членов общества / List of 
society members circa 1933 

   
box 3, folder 16 Res Publica, no. 5/6 /  Republic, no. 5/6 1980 
   
box 3, folder 17 Arka, no. 4 / Ark, no. 4 1983 
   
box 3, folder 18 "Krytyka", no. 17 / "Critique", no. 17 1984 
   

box 3, folder 19 "Archiwum Solidarności", tom 32 (Seria: dokumenty) / Solidarity 
Archive, vol. 32 (Series: documents) 1989 

   
 
 
 
 
Oversized materials and objects                                                                             box 4, art cubby, flat file storage 
                                                         
 
Series II. Drawings, paintings and other artworks                                                                                                box 4 
 
 

box / folder folder title date(s) 
   
box 4, folder 1 Oversize - Drawings, 1980s October 30, 1988 
   

box 4, folder 2 Oversize - Paintings, 1974 through early 2000s 
1974; 1977; 1989; late 

1980s; circa 1993; 
early 2000s 

   
box 4, folder 3 Oversize – Paintings, undated undated 
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Series II. Drawings, paintings and other artworks                                                                            Fine Art cubbies 
 
 

box / folder title date(s) 
   
fine arts; 3; 3 Azazello and Ofelia [circa 1976-1980] 
   
fine arts; 3; 3 untitled drawing 1992 
   

 
 
 
Series V: Collected publications                                                                                                             Flat file storage 
 
 

box / folder title date(s) 
   

textile; FF; 6; 10 12.V.1985 50 rocznica śmierci / May 12, 1985 — 50th Anniversary of 
Death 1985 
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